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Board quickly OKs Whitmer roads request 


$3.5B in bonds is approved to fix Michigan highways, bridges 


Paul Egan 
Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


LANSING - The State Transportation Com- 
mission acted quickly Thursday on a request 
from Democratic Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, 


unanimously approving up to $3.5 billion in 
borrowing to help fix major highways and 
bridges. 

The bonding will allow the Michigan De- 
partment of Transportation to increase the 
cost of its five-year road and bridge plan to 
about $7.3 billion from $3.9 billion, commis- 


sion chief administrative officer Laura Mester 
said in an audiovisual presentation. 

The approval of the bonds gave a green light 
to new and accelerated projects around the 
state, including 10 new road and bridge pro- 
jects totaling $1.4 billion in Wayne, Oakland 
and Macomb counties, plus another 18 acceler- 
ated or enhanced projects worth $301.4 million 


See ROADS, Page 6A 


More inside 
I List of projects to be funded, 4A 


I Republicans bash Whitmer’s road funding 
plan, 6A 


I Brian Dickerson: Republicans waited too long 
to act, 13A 


Huge boost 
to hazardous 
waste storage 
is approved 


Despite protests, Detroit site 
fulfilled all the requirements 


Keith Matheny Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


A hazardous waste processing facility in 
Detroit has received state approval to in- 
crease its storage of toxic wastes ninefold, af- 
ter years of delay because of strong opposi- 
tion from neighbors. 

US Ecology’s facility at 6520 Georgia 
St., just north of I-94 near the Hamtramck 
border, is permitted to process 144,000 gal- 
lons, or more than 4,500 tons, of toxic chem- 
icals and metals from industry daily, includ- 
ing PCBs, mercury, arsenic, PFAS and more. 
The permit approval announced Thursday by 
the Michigan Department of Environment, 
Great Lakes and Energy (EGLE) allows the 
company to expand its on-site storage capa- 
bility from 76,118 gallons to nearly 677,000 
gallons. 

“They are declaring Detroit and Wayne 
County the toxic waste dumping ground for 
the nation, including radioactive fracking 
waste,” said state Rep. Isaac Robinson, D-De- 
troit. 

Among the wastes taken at the facility are 
Technologically Enhanced Naturally Occur- 
ring Radioactive Material, or TENORM, a 
natural waste formed during hydraulic frac- 
turing, or fracking — oil and gas well activity 


See WASTE EXPANSION, Page 3A 


PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP VISITS WARREN 


PROMISES MADE 


President Donald Trump speaks during a visit to Dana Incorporated in Warren on Thursday, 
where he touted the new North American trade deal. RYAN GARZA/DETROIT FREE PRESS 


TRADE, CARP 
HOT TOPICS 


Eric D. Lawrence and Todd Spangler 
Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Bringing a signature policy victory to 
a state that is key to his reelection hopes, 
President Donald Trump on Thursday 
toured an axle manufacturer’s plant in 


Warren, touting a new North American 
trade deal he promised will be good for 
Michigan’s autoworkers. 

“It’s the best agreement we've ever 
made,” said Trump, speaking to a cheer- 
ing crowd of workers. “We’re bringing 


See TRUMP VISIT, Page 7A 
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Niece to quit 
executor job 
in shakeup of 
Aretha estate 


Brian McCollum 
Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Seeking to “calm the rift in my family,” 
Aretha Franklin’s niece will step down as per- 
sonal representative of the late 
singers estate, according to 
documents obtained in court 
by the Detroit Free Press. 

Sabrina Owens, who has 
overseen business and probate 
matters since the Queen of 
Soul’s August 2018 death, filed 
a petition Thursday in Oakland 
County Probate Court giving 
two weeks’ notice of her resignation. 

In a detailed, revealing letter, Owens dis- 
closes new information about the years 


Franklin 


See ARETHA ESTATE, Page 6A 


SPORTS, 1B 


With no contract extension, 
Harbaugh’s future is unclear 
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